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Pushing the Boundaries 
"Your assumptions are your windows on the world. Scrub them off 

every once in a while, or the light won't come in." – Isaac Asimov 

This will be the seventh conference focused on General Insurance organised by the Singapore Actuarial 

Society. The event has continued to go from strength to strength each year with the comments from 

conference attendees continuing to improve, with last year providing the best feedback scores to date.  

So the standard has now been set with expectations for this year’s speakers being even higher. 

If you think you have what it takes to provide an informative and interesting presentation at this year’s 

event, please submit a short explanation of your proposed presentation to me at vice-

president@actuaries.org.sg and the committee will consider your proposal and try and incorporate it into 

another stellar programme.  Presentation papers will be reviewed for acceptance based on the following 

criteria: 

1. Originality 

2. Understandability 

3. Timeliness 

The theme for this year’s conference is ‘Pushing the Boundaries’.  This is a fairly broad theme so you are 

only limited by your imagination in regards your choice of topic.  However, those topics that ask the 

audience to challenge their perceptions and think more deeply about what they do ‘day-to-day’ will be 

more likely to be accepted. 
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As per previous years, there will be a cash prize of S$1,000, based on the feedback of the delegates, in 

case you needed any further incentive. 

Working Parties 

If you do not feel up to an individual submission, there are a number of Working Parties scheduled or 

under way for presentations at this year’s conference.  Alternatively, you may wish to chair a working 

party and invite others to join you in the preparation for a presentation.  Please contact me if you would 

like to join or lead a working party.  While members of Working Parties do not qualify for the free 

conference attendance provided to individual presenters, they are eligible to win the cash prize. 

Singapore’s Got Talents 

Following the excitement of last year with a high-level and intense Final Four, we will once again give 

the floor for 1 hour to university students as the SAS believes that Singapore’s got Actuarial Talents! 

Indeed, we invite students from all universities to participate in the SAS GI Conference challenge: 

 Topics: choose either 

o (a) design a new GI product to be sold on digital 

or 

o (b) “GI products in SG100” 

or 

o (c) a combination of (a) and (b) 

Your presentation should include benefit details, pricing and any operational considerations 

(underwriting, distribution, claims handling, marketing, etc.)  Please send your idea for a paper (brief 

description of 10 lines maximum) to frederic.weber@axa.com.sg by 27 February. 

The SAS GI Committee will select the best 4 ideas to proceed to the presentation writing step with 

selected teams presenting (10 to 15 minutes) at the GI conference.  Presentations can be prepared by 

group or individual participation but the final presentation at the Conference must be an individual. 

The winner (decided by the Conference attendees) will be rewarded with a cash prize and fame! 

 

Conference Details 

The conference will be held in Singapore over 2 days with over 130 actuaries and senior insurance and 

reinsurance executives from across Asia expected to attend. 
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We estimate that there will be time for 12-16 presentation sessions of 30-45mins duration each.  There 

will be no repeat sessions and the sessions will be conducted back to back, with breaks and mealtimes.  

An indication of the conference schedule can be found in Appendix I. 

From our experience in organising the previous conferences, we believe that speakers generally prefer 

the use of presentation slides over writing a formal paper.  The organising committee is now inviting timely, 

relevant and high-quality presentation contributions from you. 

Speakers of accepted presentations will be invited to present their work at the Conference in 2015.  Please 

note that it is the Society’s policy to neither provide an honorarium nor reimburse expenses incurred by 

the authors, however the attendance fee for one speaker in each presentation will be waived. 

Timely submission of the presentation slides is critical.  The procedures and timetable are provided in 

Appendix II.  Expressions of interest with a short description of the presentation should be made 

electronically on or before 31st March 2015. 

In order to ensure consistency and readability of the slides, authors will be required to provide an 

electronic copy of the presentation slides by e-mail.  The presentations will be published on the SAS 

website at a later date.  By submitting the presentation slides to the GIC of the SAS, the authors will be 

deemed to have given permission to publish.  Company logos are allowed. 

We welcome any thoughts or suggestions and are looking forward to your participation in this year’s 

conference.  Clarifications and questions regarding the conference logistics can be addressed to Patsy Lau 

at patsy@actuaries.org.sg. 

 

Matthew Maguire 
Member, General Insurance Committee 
Chair, Conference Organising Sub-Committee 
Singapore Actuarial Society 
 
January 2015 
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Appendix I – Tentative Conference Schedule 

 

Day 1 Timing 
Conference Start and Welcome 

9.00am – 9:30 am 
Key Note Address 

Session 1a 9.30am – 11:00am 

Break 11.00am – 11:30am 

Session 1b 11.30am – 12:30pm 

Session 1 Q&A 12.30pm – 1:00pm 

Lunch 1.00pm – 2:30pm 

Session 2a 2.30pm – 4:00pm 

Break 4.00pm – 4:30pm 

Session 2b 4.30pm – 5:30pm 

Session 2 Q&A 5.30pm – 6:00pm 

  
Pre-Dinner Drinks 6.00pm – 7:00pm 

Group Dinner 7.00pm – 10:00pm 

 

Day 2 Start Time 
Session 3a 9.00am – 10:30am 

Break 10.30am – 11:00 am 

Session 3b 11.00am – 12:00pm 

Session 3 Q&A 12:00pm – 12:30pm 

Lunch 12.30pm – 2:00pm 

Session 4 2:00pm – 3:30pm 

Break 3:30pm– 4:00pm 

Session 4 Q&A 4:00pm -4:30pm 

Closing Address 4:30pm – 5:00pm 

 



Appendix II – Call for Presentations 2015 Timetable 

 

Deadline Documents to be submitted 

30th March 2015 A short description of the presentation to be submitted electronically to 

Matthew Maguire: vice-president@actuaries.org.sg 

13th April 2015 The GIC of the SAS will decide which proposals are accepted and contact 

the authors regarding the decision. 

27th April 2015 The bio notes, passport-sized photo and mobile phone number of 

author(s) to be submitted electronically to the organisers. 

12th May 2015 Outline of the presentation to be provided to the GIC for comments and 

review. 

18th May 2015 The completed presentation slides, worksheets and materials to be 

submitted to the organisers. 

The presentation slides will be uploaded to the SAS website after the 

conference. 

28th – 29th May 2015 Conference dates 
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